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Lascaris twice to the Orient for the express purpose of dis-
covering and purchasing ancient manuscripts. On his second
voyage Lascaris brought back two hundred Greek works,
as many as eighty of which were not up to that time even
known "32

But this was only one item in the process. Not only had
such manuscript books to be searched for in Eastern coun-
tries, but to be of any use in the spread of Learning, copies
of them had to be multiplied; and so an army of copyists 33
were maintained by Lorenzo for this purpose and kept con-
stantly at work. Then, again, there were colleges and other
similar institutions to be founded for the assistance of those
who had the scholar's instinct but could not afford the neces-
sary books, or the expense of their own maintenance while
studying. Among other institutions of this kind, Lorenzo
founded the University of Pisa, which, by his liberality to it,
he made the most celebrated university of that time in Europe,
except that at Florence. When he was only twenty-three
(during the time when he and Giuliano were chiefly renowned
for their splendid pageants and festivities) he went, at the
latter end of 1472, to Pisa to found this university, and stayed
there a long time employed on this work, himself taking the
direction of the new university. The State gave an annual
grant to it of 6,000 florins, but as this was altogether inade-
quate, Lorenzo gave, to supplement it, more than double
that amount out of his private foitune, and by this means
obtained for its professors some of the most eminent scholars
of the age. But his work at Florence in this direction was still
greater, it was at Florence, and in the cause of the Greek
language and literature, that the labours of Lorenzo on behalf
of Learning culminated. Roscoe tells us that, "while the
University of Pisa was for the study of the Latin language
and those branches of science of which it was the principal
vehicle, it was at Florence only in all Italy that the Greek
language was taught, and that there was established a public
academy for Greek by means of which the knowledge of the